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EVZ Academy
expanded

EVZ Fellowships
Russia’s war of aggression has 
threatened the security of our 
partners in Ukraine, Belarus and 
Russia and severely disrupted their 
work. Many of our partners had to 
leave the country at short notice  
and still want to continue support-
ing their country. For this reason,  
the EVZ Fellowships program for 
“Activists at Risk” was set up in 
a hurry: One fellowship enabled 
13 people to spend three months 
abroad. They were able to continue 
their social commitment in organi-
zations in Germany, Hungary, Poland, 
Austria, the Czech Republic,  
Lithuania, Georgia and the UK:  
www.stiftung-evz.de/ 
en/info-library

The EVZ Academy is a platform and forum for exchange, acquisition of knowledge,  
interaction and commitment to the Foundation’s themes. It organizes meetings  
for networking, exchange and learning from the fields of activity Action and Education.

 The fellowship gave me the opportunity to stay 
in Germany and be politically active – to speak out 
against the war without fear of being arrested.    
Aleksandra Tikhonova, Russia

http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/info-library
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/info-library
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expanded:lab

Laboratory for topics and 
innovative formats

evz:networks

Agile networking

EVZ Academy expanded 
Learning, Commitment, Encountering

“EVZ Conversations!”  
Discussion Series
What does the war in Ukraine  
mean for the German, Jewish and 
Ukrainian cultures of remembrance? 
How can the voice of Ukrainian civil 
society be heard in the current war 
of aggression? The EVZ Foundation 
has launched a new series of events 
called “EVZ Conversations!” In four 
episodes, experts from the fields  
of memory work, history policy,  
the media and academia discussed 
the instrumentalization of history. 
www.stiftung-evz.de/ 
evz-conversations  

“Digital Collective Memory”:   
Expert Network
The “Digital Collective Memory” 
platform is a virtual meeting place 
for experts in the digital culture  
of remembrance, created in colla- 
boration with iRights.Lab in 2021.  
It currently brings together around 
200 stakeholders from 13 countries. 
The aim is to create a space in which 
people can exchange ideas and 
information about digital formats 
and tools for historical-political 
education.
To register, click here:  
https://memory-collective.org 

info:media

Digital knowledge and  
learning platform 

Info and Media library: Digital For-
mats and Thematic Dossiers
The Info and Media library of-
fers publications from the 
EVZ 	Foundation	and	our	project	
partners in various languages and 
formats: teaching and learning 
materials, studies, audio and video 
recordings. In 2022, digital formats  
such as apps and games were added, 
as well as two other thematic 
 dossiers. The thematic dossier  
Support for Roma and Sinti  
and their Self-Organizations & 
 Combating Antigypsyism explains 
how the EVZ Foundation works  
for Sinti and Roma and against  
the discrimination they face.  
The thematic dossier Commitment 
to Survivors of NS Injustice focuses 
on international work with elderly 
survivors, who need psychological, 
physical and social support to age 
with dignity.
www.stiftung-evz.de/en/info-
library 

http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/evz-academy-expanded/evz-conversations/
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/evz-academy-expanded/evz-conversations/
https://memory-collective.org
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/infothek
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MEMO Youth Study
MEMO Germany – Multidimensional Remembrance 
Monitor – and MEMO Youth Study

From 2017 to 2022, five representative surveys of the 
general population on the state and status of the culture 
of remembrance in Germany were published. In 2022,  
a survey of young people between the ages of 16 and  
25 supplemented the study series.

The Institute for Interdisciplinary Research on Conflict 
and Violence (IKG) at Bielefeld University developed 
and conducted the studies. More than 80 experts from 
science and practical historical-political education –  
especially from the field of memorial sites – advised  
on the development of the questions and analysis of  
the results.

The MEMO studies show the most quantitatively empiri-
cally differentiated perspective on the German culture of 
remembrance – primarily related to National Socialism.  
Half of the respondents are interested in history 

(MEMO V).	This	makes	it	clear	that	53%	are	open	to	
historical arguments and narratives in terms of their 
 sociopolitical positioning. An analysis of the responses 
of participants in the MEMO Youth Study reveals that 
83%	consider	National	Socialism	and	World	War	II	 
to be a central event. This shows how relevant the work 
of the EVZ Foundation and its funded projects is. 

Read the study findings: 
MEMO 5:   
www.stiftung-evz.de /en/memo-study

MEMO Youth Study:  
www.stiftung-evz.de/en/memo-youth-study

https://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/what-we-support/fields-of-activity-and-cluster/education-for-living-memory/memo-study
https://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/memo-youth-study/
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Donations & Transparency 
EVZ Foundation: Transparent and Audited
The EVZ Foundation publishes its earnings and expenses,  
including third-party funds, in its annual Activity Report. 
As a foundation under public law, it is subject to audit by 
the legal supervisory body (Federal Ministry of Finance) 
and	by	the	Federal	Office	for	Central	Services	and	
 Unresolved Property Issues (BADV).

The EVZ Foundation is also a member of Transparency  
International Deutschland, the national chapter of 
Transparency International. The signatories undertake 
to publish key transparency information, thus creating 
trust and credibility with the public and donors.  
The EVZ Foundation endorses the Principles of  
Good Foundation Practice of the Federal Association 
of German Foundations and conducts its foundation 
work	in	an	effective,	transparent	and	diversity-sensitive	
manner.
www.stiftung-evz.de/en/network  

 



















Donations
Learn more about how you can support the work of 
the EVZ Foundation on our donation page. 
www.stiftung-evz.de/en/service/donate

Image caption: Sven Meier, Commercial Director of 
Flex-Elektrowerkzeuge (left) with Dr. Andrea Despot, 
CEO of the EVZ Foundation, and Jakob Meyer,  Director 
of the EVZ Foundation, at the symbolic handover of 
the check

http://stiftung-evz.de/en/network
https://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/service/donate
https://www.stiftung-evz.de/wer-wir-sind/neuigkeiten-aus-der-stiftung/neuigkeit/flex-elektrowerkzeuge-spendet-der-stiftung-evz-20000-euro/
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Board of Trustees
The Board of Trustees decides on all fundamental questions that fall within the scope of the EVZ Foundation.  
It shapes the focus of the Foundation’s funding and activities, and establishes guidelines for the use of resources: 
www.stiftung-evz.de/en/board-of-trustees 

Board of Directors
The Board of Directors is responsible for current business activities 
of the EVZ Foundation and implements the resolutions of the Board 
of Trustees. It is responsible for designing the Foundation’s strategy, 
developing the organization, and ensuring its resources are used for 
the designated economic purpose:  
www.stiftung-evz.de/en/board-of-directors 

Other Committees
The EVZ Foundation works with experts from various areas in addition to the Board of Directors and the Board 
of Trustees. In the area of asset management, the Asset Management Advisory Committee and the Investment 
Commission convene. Also, external experts advise the Foundation, in juries for example, on the selection of projects. 
www.stiftung-evz.de/en/finance-bodies | www.stiftung-evz.de/en/network

Committees

http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/board-of-trustees
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/board-of-directors
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/finance-bodies
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/network
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In 2022, almost 70 employees in the Berlin head office worked on the EVZ Foundation's projects and topics:  
www.stiftung-evz.de/en/department 

Team EVZ

Board of Trustees

Board of Directors

Staff 
Council

Communications Administration Legal Department 

Data Protection 
Officer  

Compliance 
Officer  

Asset Management

Field of Activity 
Acting

Funding and activities

Field of Activity 
Education

EVZ Academy expanded

*Education Agenda NS-Injustice and Holocaust Education

http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/department
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Financial report

Foundation capital
When the EVZ Foundation was established, 700 million 
German marks (357.9 million euros) were set aside from 
the total assets as funding capital. The EVZ Foundation 

finances its funding activities from the proceeds of this 
capital.

2.	The capital is to retain its real, inflation-protected
value over the long term.

3. The availability of adequate liquidity for the 
Foundation’s ongoing business must be ensured 
at all times.

Investment principles
The EVZ Foundation pursues three main objectives  
in the investment of its assets:

1.	 Capital investments are to generate sufficient
ordinary net income and institutional expenses 
to cover the Foundation’s funding activities at a 
controllable level of risk.

The Board of Trustees of the EVZ Foundation adopted
ESG Investment Guidelines in November 2021, paving  
the way for a more sustainable investment of the 
Foundation's assets. The focus is on environmental,  
social and corporate governance aspects that are linked 
to the Foundation's purpose. This includes, in particular,  
the exclusion of current forms of unfree labor and  
human rights violations in the financial investments.  
In this way, the Foundation aligns its Capital Investment 
Strategy with key social and political goals, as defined  

in particular by the Paris Climate Agreement, the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the UN 
Global Compact.  

The EVZ Foundation is a member of Transparency 
International's initiative Transparent Civil Society.  
The signatories of the initiative commit themselves 
to publishing ten transparency reports in order to 
strengthen trust and credibility for the public and 
donors: www.stiftung-evz.de/en/transparency

Sustainability and transparency 

http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/transparency
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Capital Investment Strategy
The EVZ Foundation’s investment strategy seeks to 
diversify risks as broadly as possible by investing in highly 
diversified asset classes including equities, pensions, 
property, and infrastructure. The EVZ Foundation’s asset 
management pursues the principle of a “steady hand.” 
Strategies and earnings targets are based on a long-term 
approach. Short-term disruptions on the capital markets 
do not lead to modifications of the EVZ Foundation’s 
Capital Investment Strategy. Nonetheless, the Capital 
Investment Strategy undergoes an in-depth review every 
year. Modifications to support tactical measures are still 
permitted. The Foundation’s asset investment process is 
documented in full, follows modern compliance require-
ments, and is designed so that decisions can be made on 

the basis of scientific findings and up-to date knowledge 
at any time. Activities are consistently subjected to the 
multiple-control principle and the requirements for 
corporate governance in the capital investment area.

As of December 31, 2022, the Foundation’s assets
amounted to 557.4 million euros.

In 2022, the Foundation generated current income
amounting to 16.6 million euros.

All facts and figures on the Foundation’s assets 
can be found here:  www.stiftung-evz.de/en/finances

Board of Trustees

Master Special FundFinance Department Single Special Fund

Board of Directors and
Finance DepartmentConsultant Assets Committee

Controlling
(e. g. BADV/WP/BRH)

Investment CommissionExt. Investment Controlling/
Reporting (Consolidation)

10%Corporate Bonds USD

23%Bonds – Global Equity

9%EUR Direct
Investments

16%Real Estate

Liquidity 1% 21%Corporate Bonds EUR 20%Stocks “Buy and Hold”

http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/finances
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Funding activities as of 31.12.2022
(in million euros)

Funding volume approved by the Board of Trustees

Third-party funds/donations
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Financial committees
The EVZ Foundation is supported by two financial com-
mittees: The Asset Management Advisory Committee 
and the Investment Commission. The Asset Manage-
ment Advisory Committee generally meets once a year 
and provides the Board of Directors of the Foundation 
with advice regarding strategic matters and topics. 

Operational decisions relating to the management of 
the EVZ Foundation’s assets are made by the Investment 
Commission. The Board of Directors bears full responsi-
bility for the decisions made by the body. The members 
of the financial committees can be found at:
www.stiftung-evz.de/en/committees.

Audited
A total of 7.6 million euros were available for project 
funding in 2022 from the investment income of the 
Foundation’s assets. This amount was supplemented by 
third-party funds and donations (see chart below).  
The annual financial statements of the EVZ Foundation 
are compiled in accordance with the provisions of the 
German Commercial Code (HGB). An audit of the execu-
tion of the EVZ Foundation’s budget is conducted annu-
ally as per the German Federal Budget Act by the Federal 
Office for Central Services and Unresolved Property Issues 

(BADV) and the Federal Central Tax Office (BZSt), which 
are commissioned by the legal supervisory body of the 
EVZ Foundation. In accordance with the EVZStiftG (law 
establishing a Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility 
and Future) and the EVZ Foundation’s Statutes, the 
Federal Audit Office also has the right to conduct audits, 
which is exercised at irregular intervals.

All project funding facts and figures can be found at 
www.stiftung-evz.de/en/facts-and-figures. 

http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/committees
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/facts-and-figures


Financial report 35

Approved projects (399), total: 17.557 million euros

Assets
Financial assets 467.1 million euros

Liabilities
Basic assets
Revenue reserves 
Payables resulting from project funding  
Annual net profit 

357.9 million euros
103.2 million euros 

26.7 million euros
6.7 million euros

Balance sheet total 512.8 million euros

Purpose of the Foundation 7.6 million euros

Personnel 2.3 million euros

Public relations work 0.1 million euros

Administration 1.4 million euros

Key figures for 2022*
Excerpt from the balance sheet (acc. to German Commercial Code, HGB)

Cost expenditure at a glance

* as of 10.05.2023

The funding activities of the Foundation EVZ are financed by funds from the Foundation and third-party funds. 
The increase in third-party funding in 2021 and 2022 is largely attributable to funding from the Federal Ministry of 
Finance (BMF). Another third-party donor is the Federal Foreign Office. 
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