
YeMistechko: creating a place for everyone

Ongoing bombing has destroyed the homes and work-
places of millions of Ukrainians. With these two key spaces 
gone, cultural institutions have a crucial role to play as 
social gathering places. The EVZ Foundation’s program 
YeMistechko helps transform these into inclusive meeting 
hubs or “third places”. The program fosters communication 
between internally displaced people, veterans, Holocaust 
survivors, marginalized groups, and local communities – 
strengthening social cohesion in times of crisis and offering 
fresh perspectives for the future.

local.history: strengthening cultures  
of remembrance

There is still a lot that is not known about the Nazi-era 
history of Ukraine and other Central and Eastern European 
countries. This is the starting point of the funding program 

local-history: it supports regional history initiatives in 
making these hidden stories visible so as to foster a deeper 
understanding of current developments. One example is 
the project Zwangsarbeit in Vergangenheit und Gegen-
wart [Forced labor: past and present], which involves 
educators and young people creating their own remem-
brance projects on forced labor and human trafficking 
under German occupation – drawing parallels with modern 
forms of exploitation. 

Trümmer & Träume [Debris & Dreams] –  
a podcast about civil society engagement  
in Ukraine

In times of multiple crises, the plight of Ukrainian society 
often gets overlooked. In its podcast series Trümmer & 
Träume [Debris & Dreams] the EVZ Foundation focuses 
on the situation of the people on the ground – and their 
tireless commitment to solidarity and democratic engage-
ment. In four episodes, host Ira Peter talks to survivors of 
National Socialism, museum directors who protect art-
works from missiles, young people who build bridges 
between Germany and Ukraine, and activists from the 
Roma/Romnja community whose voices often go unheard. 
How does civil society function in a state of emergency – 
and how can we support it from the outside? The podcast 
features voices from EVZ-supported projects, exploring 
themes such as cultural identity, trauma, resilience, youth 
engagement, and human rights.

Support  
Ukraine has been fighting for its freedom for more than 1,000 days. Russia’s war of 
aggression has inflicted immense suffering on the population and poses a fundamental 
threat to Europe as a whole. In this existential crisis, the EVZ Foundation continues to 
stand by Ukraine’s side: having approved 4.4 million euros in funding from 2024 to 
today (as of March 2025), it supports projects for Ukrainians across a range of 
different funding programs. The Foundation has also launched initiatives of its own  
to ensure that Ukraine’s civil society is not forgotten.   
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Aid Network for Nazi persecution survivors 
in Ukraine: support for survivors of National 
Socialism

In direct response to Russia’s war of aggression, memorial 
sites, museums, and associations in Germany came to-
gether on March 9, 2022 to form an Aid Network to 
provide unbureaucratic assistance for survivors of Nazi 
persecution, their families, and colleagues in Ukraine. 
Thanks to 920,000 euros in donations and third-party 
funding, the network has already provided assistance in 
7,756 cases (including 6,765 for survivors). Two hundred 
survivors of Nazi persecution receive a monthly sponsor-
ship. (Status: February 18, 2025)

Funded by the EVZ Foundation, the Aid Network is coor-
dinated by the Berlin association Kontakte-Kontakty.

My Porutsch: supporting and integrating 
Nazi persecution survivors

Despite their advanced age and the health challenges they 
face, many Holocaust survivors in Ukraine choose not to 
evacuate – even from areas where there is heavy fighting. 
The funding program My Porutsch (“We’re here!”) does 
much more than provide humanitarian aid for this par-
ticularly vulnerable group. Since 2024, Nazi persecution 
survivors have participated in activities at local third places 
under the funding program YeMistechko, giving them the 
opportunity to get actively involved in community life. 

Support for the Roma/Romnja community 
in Ukraine 

Ukraine’s Romani minority is among the most vulnerable 
groups in the country. The program Latcho Dives 2.0 is 
dedicated to helping Romani communities gain equal 
rights and opportunities. One initiative in Domboky, near 
Uzhhorod, empowers the local Romani population through 

training and infrastructure development, enabling them 
to create solutions to tackle their own challenges and fos-
tering sustainable self-determination. At the same time, 
the EVZ Foundation continues to be actively committed 
to supporting Romani Genocide survivors by providing 
medical, legal, and social assistance.

MEET UP! & YOUNG PEOPLE remember 
international: empowering young 
change-makers in Ukraine

Since 2014, the EVZ Foundation has supported youth 
projects in and with Ukraine through its programs MEET 
UP! and YOUNG PEOPLE remember international, pro-
moting cross-border networking, education in the area of 
history and politics, and youth participation. These initia-
tives address the impact of Russia’s war, forced displace-
ment, Nazi persecution, forced labor, and the genocide of 
the Romani people. In this way, participants become mul-
tipliers and activists, preserving a culture of remembrance 
and driving change. 

Strengthening Ukraine’s  
LGBTIQ+ community

Having faced persecution under Nazi rule, LGBTIQ+ people 
continue to experience discrimination today. The EVZ 
Foundation has long been committed to this group’s 
rights and equality. In partnership with ILGA-Europe, EVZ 
supports LGBTIQ+ self-organizations in Ukraine, where 
they are forced to constantly adapt to new threats as a 
result of the war. One example is Sphere in Kharkiv: this 
project not only offers psychological support and team 
development but is also helping to rebuild a community 
center – an essential step in creating long-term structures 
and safe spaces.

More information:
www.stiftung-evz.de/ukraine

www.stiftung-evz.de
      evzfoundation
  evzyoung
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https://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/topics/ukraine/

