
 

 
 

Dr. Petra Follmar-Otto has been Director of the Remembrance, 
Responsibility and Future (EVZ) Foundation since June 1, 2020. 
She holds a doctorate in law and is an expert in human rights and 
protection against discrimination as well as human trafficking 
and exploitation in the workplace. 
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Starting in 2003, the legal specialist developed the domestic work of Germany’s national 
human rights institution, the German Institute for Human Rights (Deutsches Institut für 
Menschenrechte e.V.) in Berlin. 
 
She headed the Institute’s Department for Human Rights Policies in Germany/Europe from 
2008 to 2020. Prior to that, Dr. Follmar-Otto served as an evaluator, consultant, and trainer 
for international organizations and non-governmental organizations in the areas of 
women’s rights, migration, and human trafficking. 
 
Her expertise focuses on the international system for the protection of human rights, pro- 
tection against discrimination, women’s rights and gender diversity, the rights of refugees 
and migrants, as well as human trafficking and exploitation in the workplace. She has pub- 
lished many pieces on these topics, has been appointed to various expert commissions and 
advisory councils, and has served as an expert to the German Bundestag. 
 
Dr. Follmar-Otto studied law in Saarbrücken and Hamburg and completed Germany’s Final 
State Examination in Law at the Higher Regional Court in Hamburg in 1999. She received her 
doctorate from the University of Hamburg in 2006 with a dissertation on collaboration be- 
tween Germany’s social services and third sector organizations, which was funded by the 
German Academic Scholarship Foundation. 
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