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German-Israeli Cooperation on Remembrance, Antisemitism and  
Democratic Resilience

Application deadline: 30 September 2026, 23:59 (CET)
Eligible countries: Germany and Israel

Why this program?

German-Israeli relations are experiencing a significant 
generational and societal shift. As the generation of 
Holocaust survivors becomes smaller, new forms of re-
membrance, civic engagement and democratic cooper-
ation are essential to maintain and renew the relation-
ship between both societies.

For many years, the Foundation Remembrance, Respon-
sibility and Future (EVZ) has been actively engaged in 
Germany-Israel relations through its support for Holo-
caust survivors, remembrance initiatives and civil society 
cooperation. This engagement stems from the EVZ 
Foundation’s historical responsibility and its commitment 
to combating antisemitism, strengthening democratic 
societies and preserving the memory of National Socialist 
persecution.

Call for applications
Shared Civic Futures
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At the same time, both Germany and Israel are facing 
growing societal challenges. Public debates have become 
increasingly polarized, digital spaces are shaped by disin-
formation, hate speech and oversimplified narratives, 
and democratic institutions and civil society organiza-
tions are under growing pressure. The events of 7 Octo-
ber 2023 and their aftermath have further intensified 
tensions and uncertainties in both societies.

Against this backdrop, cooperation between civil society 
actors in Germany and Israel is particularly important. 
Especially in times of polarization, there is a need for spaces 
that enable exchange, critical reflection, and the devel-
opment of innovative democratic and civic approaches.

Through the program Shared Civic Futures, the EVZ 
Foundation supports German-Israeli partnerships that 
address societal narratives, democratic resilience, anti-
semitism and polarization. The program connects histor-
ical responsibility with contemporary democratic chal-
lenges and promotes projects that develop new ways of 
cooperation, understanding and civic engagement.

What do we fund?

The program supports institutionalized cooperation pro-
jects between organizations from Germany and Israel.

Projects must be assigned to one of the following two 
funding tracks:

A.	 Antisemitism in the Digital Sphere

Digital platforms and social media have become key spaces 
for public communication and civic engagement. At the 
same time, antisemitic narratives, Holocaust distortion 
and Israel-related antisemitism are spreading rapidly 
across these digital environments and national borders.

The program supports projects that develop innovative 
educational, civic or technological approaches to coun-
ter antisemitic and other anti-democratic narratives in 
digital spaces and to strengthen democratic discourse.

Possible project approaches include:
•	 strategies and campaigns addressing disinformation, 

hate speech and Holocaust distortion in digital 
environments;

•	 analyzing and making visible digital antisemitic 
narratives and their impact;

•	 the use of new technologies and AI-based approaches 
for prevention, education and awareness-raising;

•	 the development of counter-narratives and 
innovative digital educational formats.

Projects funded under this track may apply for up to 
EUR 175,000.

B.	 Visual Narratives of German and  
Israeli Civil Societies

Images, films and other visual media shape societal nar-
ratives about history, identity and the present. They 
reflect individual and collective experiences on both 
cognitive and emotional levels. In the German-Israeli 
context in particular, visual representations play a key role 
in fostering mutual understanding of historical experi-
ences, contemporary societal develop-ments and future 
perspectives.

The program therefore supports cooperation projects 
that use visual media and audiovisual formats to explore 
shared experiences and develop new forms of civic un-
derstanding and engagement within both societies.

Particular attention will be given to projects that ad-
dress contemporary societal challenges, experiences of 
resilience and visions for the future in Germany and Israel 
since 2020.

Possible project approaches include:
•	 short films, video essays and documentary formats;
•	 participatory media and storytelling projects;
•	 moving-image installations and hybrid exhibition 

formats;
•	 audiovisual digital formats, including AR applications;
•	 visual archives and digital platforms presenting 

societal narratives.

Projects are expected to present their results in digital 
formats while also creating opportu-nities for in-person 
exchange, dialogue, and public reflection.

The program supports projects that have a clear civic, 
educational and participatory dimension. Traditional film 
production or film financing schemes are not eligible.

Projects funded under this track may apply for up to 
EUR 100,000.
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Visibility and Public Engagement

The EVZ Foundation places particular importance on 
ensuring that project results, experiences and developed 
approaches reach audiences beyond the project’s imme-
diate partners. Public engagement, communication and 
knowledge transfer are therefore considered integral 
components of the program.

Applicants are expected to outline their plan for com-
municating project activities and results and for engaging 
relevant audiences. This may include public events, pub-
lications, exhibitions, digital formats, media outreach, or 
other suitable dissemination activities.

The EVZ Foundation welcomes close cooperation on 
communication activities and may support the visibility 
of funded projects through its own communication 
channels wherever possible.

What are the program objectives?

The program initiates and strengthens institutionalized 
cooperation between civil society organizations in Ger-
many and Israel that address key challenges of commu-

nication, democratic participation and mutual under-
standing in pluralistic societies.

At its core are partnerships that explore the creation, 
dissemination and impact of societal narratives, particu-
larly in digital environments and visual media, while en-
couraging ex-change among different social groups and 
actively involving minorities and marginalized communi-
ties.

Projects should contribute to:
•	 strengthening civil society capacities to address 

antisemitism, societal polarization and democratic 
challenges;

•	 fostering democratic resilience and pluralistic spac-
es for dialogue;

•	 developing innovative approaches to democratic 
participation and public discourse;

•	 strengthening the resilience of democratic civil 
societies in both countries.

The program supports encounters and exchanges, as well 
as the development of sustainable approaches that re-
spond to contemporary societal challenges and will remain 
relevant beyond the duration of individual projects.

Who can apply?

Eligible applicants are non-profit organizations or insti-
tutions based in Germany or Israel.

To receive funding, organizations must cooperate with 
at least one partner organization from the other country. 
Eligible organizations may include, for example:
•	 civil society organizations;
•	 educational and cultural institutions;
•	 media and remembrance initiatives;
•	 associations and non-profit organizations;
•	 organizations working in the fields of education, 

culture or civic engagement.

Projects should demonstrate a clear institutional foun-
dation, well-defined target groups, and meaningful and 
transparent cooperation structures between the par-
ticipating organizations.

Projects implemented by Israeli organizations must 
comply with the European Union’s guidelines on the eli-
gibility of Israeli entities and their activities. Israeli partner 
organizations must therefore be established and carry 
out all project activities within Israel’s internationally 
recognized pre-1967 borders. Applications that do not 
meet these requirements are not eligible for funding.

What do we not fund? 

The program does not support:
•	 projects that have already commenced;
•	 public campaigns without a clear educational  

or civil society dimension;
•	 party-political projects;
•	 dialogue or encounter activities without an 

institutional cooperation component;
•	 projects primarily aimed at conflict resolution  

in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict;
•	 activist mobilization campaigns;
•	 traditional film productions or cultural events 

without a broader civic or societal focus;
•	 academic research projects without a clear civil 

society transfer component;
•	 construction, renovation or infrastructure 

measures;
•	 individual travel or study projects without 

institutional partnership;
•	 study trips and memorial site visits.

Projects that undermine democratic principles, minori-
ty rights or pluralistic public dis-course are not eligible 
for funding.
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We support survivors of National Socialist persecution and strengthen the 
commitment of their descendants, act together with young people for living 
remembrance of the fates of the persecuted and initiate contemporary education 
for a critical examination of National Socialism as well as its aftermath.

We stand up for equal dignity and equal rights for all people and against anti-
Semitism, antiziganism, racism and all forms of discrimination, enable effective 
action by self-organizations and are a strategic partner and supporter of civil 
society.

www.stiftung-evz.de
      evzfoundation

   evzyoung

Application and Funding Conditions

Only non-profit legal entities are eligible to apply. Appli-
cations from individuals or for-profit organizations will 
not be considered.

Universities and higher education institutions are eligible 
to apply, provided that the proposed project has a clear 
focus on civil society, educational, cultural or public en-
gagement, and is not primarily an academic research 
project.

Funding requests may range from EUR 75,000 to:

•	 EUR 175,000 under Track A: Antisemitism in  
the Digital Sphere

•	 EUR 100,000 under Track B: Visual Narratives of 
German and Israeli Civil Societies

Projects may have a duration of 12 to 24 months.

Applications must be submitted in English using the offi-
cial EVZ Foundation application forms and must include:

•	 the completed application form and required 
annexes;

•	 a detailed project budget.

The application deadline is 30 September 2026, 23:59 
(CET).

Projects may start no earlier than 1 January 2027. Pro-
jects that have already commenced are not eligible for 
funding.

Online Consultation

An online consultation session for interested applicants 
will take place on 27 August 2026 from 13:00–14:30 CET.

Registration is required.  If you would like to participate, 
please register by sending an email to scf@stiftung-evz.de.

Privacy Notice
Data protection is of the utmost importance to the Foundation Remembrance, 
Responsibility and Future (EVZ). For this reason, we would like to inform you about 
how your institution’s data is processed in connection with a project proposal:  
www.stiftung-evz.de/privacy-policy

What are the next steps in the process?

After submitting your project proposal to the EVZ 
Foundation, you will receive a confirmation of receipt. 
You are expected to be notified of the decision regarding 
funding in December 2026.

Projects selected for funding may commence no earlier 
than January 2027.

How to contact us

Stiftung Erinnerung, Verantwortung und Zukunft (EVZ)
Friedrichstraße 200 | 10117 Berlin
Germany
scf@stiftung-evz.de

http://www.stiftung-evz.de
mailto:scf@stiftung-evz.de
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/privacy-policy
mailto:scf@stiftung-evz.de

