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Call for applicat ions
Call for applications for organizations in Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovakia for 
cross-generational educational projects on local history with the option for transnational 
cooperations that include partner organizations in other European countries.  

The EVZ Foundation promotes active remembrance 
and the protection of human rights. It works to ensure 
that the crimes committed by National Socialist 
Germany are never forgotten. Our goal is to strengthen 
democracies in Europe and counter inhumane and un-
lawful policies today. With the local.history funding 
program, the EVZ Foundation supports locally active 
non-profit history initiatives and organizations from 
Poland, the Czech Republic, and Slovakia that com-
memorate, educate and deal with local history and 
currently relevant issues. local.history projects shall 
demonstrate the relevance of remembrance culture by 
critically exploring the past and impact the opposition 
to authoritarian and nationalist developments, the fal-
sification of history, and the spread of distorted coun-
ter-narratives. They advocate for values of a diverse, 
open, and democratic society, and for scientifically 
sound approaches to history.

First and foremost, the local.history program aims to 
document and communicate history across local com-
munities, and connect broad historical narratives to 
specific local events.  By focusing on local and regional 
references, successful projects highlight concrete 
places, biographies, and relevant occurrences, enabling 
a more immediate understanding and enriching edu-
cational work. The local.history approach leads to a 
stronger identification with the history of one’s own 
hometown and addresses points of contact with per-
sonal history. The projects in the program effectively 
support cross-generational participation in shaping 
local historical culture. Projects can take place in the 
country/region of the applying organization without 
compulsory cooperation.

local.history

Education for living memory
local.history
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In addition, and optionally, this program is open to 
transnational approaches in the form of cooperations 
with international partners registered in Europe and 
Israel (for a list of eligible countries, please refer to our 
FAQ). Within a transnational cooperation, projects 
will operate at the European level with actors active in 
memory work from other countries. The applying 
organization must be registered in Poland, the Czech 
Republic, or Slovakia.  When including a transnational 
component, the projects emphasize connections across 
borders, promote the exchange of best practices, 
comparisons, and joint learning processes between 
places and cultures, thereby strengthening the rele-
vance and impact of projects on a European level. 
These two levels—the local and the European—com-
plement each other to provide a holistic view of 
complex histories and current challenges in Europe. 

Please apply for the project variant — local or local 
with an international component — that you think best 
suits your idea, historical topic and activities. Please 
note that for a local project with international activi-
ties (with a budget ranging between 80,000 and 
120,000 EUR), an international project partner is ob-
ligatory and must be confirmed simultaneously when 
submitting the application form. Other types of coop-
eration are possible but not necessary; they depend 
on you and your project idea. 

All projects we fund are required to

•	 deal with topics from the National Socialist period 
integrated into larger narratives, including the 
pre-war and post-war periods, critically explore 
the interconnections between history, the present, 
and the future in local contexts and provide 
explanations for why history is still relevant to 
today’s social and political climate;

•	 critically examine available historical sources (such 
as testimonies by witnesses of the National Socialist 
era and persecution and/or their descendants, 

including the perspectives of underrepresented 
groups persecuted by the Nazi regime) and 
critically deal with complex, sometimes even 
contradictory narratives;

•	 develop activities with a strong educational 
component using historical places and available 
sources as specific resources as essential in historical 
education and actively involve the local communities, 
the designated target groups and the local public 
across generations and create spaces of remem-
brance where dignity, justice, and respect are 
visible; 

•	 develop strategies for civil society, NGOs, and 
volunteers to strengthen and protect democratic 
values and effectively impact public discourses and 
policies around critical remembrance and create 
an impact locally (and transnationally) through 
appropriate participatory activities and public 
relations.

We fund transnational cooperation projects that

•	 connect relevant stakeholders from Slovakia, the 
Czech Republic or Poland and at least one other 
European country;

•	 create the space for exchange of diverse 
perspectives, approaches and methodologies  
on a transnational level, without losing the focus 
on local spaces and stories as a starting point; 

•	 bring together a broad audience to strengthen 
networks across Europe, help produce nuanced 
narratives that reflect the perspectives of multiple 
communities and European remembrance, and 
expand our understanding of shared European 
histories and how this understanding reflects in 
the present local space.

Who can apply for funding?

The call is addressed to both established and newly 
founded non-profit and state organizations registered 
in Poland, the Czech Republic and Slovakia. We spe-
cifically want to encourage community organizations 
(e.g. LGBTIQ, Jewish, Roma, feminist, refugee or migrant 
organizations) to apply for funding.

What formats and activities do we fund?

The project formats and activities are entirely up to 
you. It is important that your application has a clearly 
defined purpose and concrete activities that are in line 
with the project’s objectives and target groups. Sur-
prise us with your ideas!

https://www.stiftung-evz.de/assets/1_Was_wir_fördern/Bilden/Bilden_fuer_lebendiges_Erinnern/local.history/2026_FAQ.pdf
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Project duration

Up to 30 months starting no earlier than August 1, 2026 

Funding amount

Local projects: between EUR 60,000 and 80,000 
Transnational projects:  between EUR 80,000  
and 120,000

Own funds and additional third-party funding

Contributions from own or third-party funds are wel-
come. Full funding is only possible on the condition 
that it can be demonstrated that neither own funds 
nor third-party funds are available. Application from 
state-funded institutions (e.g. universities, research 
institutes, or museums) must include third-party or 
own funds of 20% of the project budget, or their 
equivalent in the form of own contribution.

What can be funded? 

•	 Personnel costs;
•	 Running costs, such as fees, expense allowances, 

travel costs, workshop materials, costs necessary 
for implementing planned project activities;

•	 Administrative costs (max. 7% of the total project 
costs);

•	 Onetime costs, such as necessary equipment. 

What cannot be funded?

•	 Transnational projects that do not deal with local-
ly relevant historical topics;

•	 Projects that have already started;
•	 Projects with an exclusive focus on research, 

digitization, film, publication or eyewitness 
interviews;

•	 Construction or renovation work;
•	 Commercial projects. 

How to apply?

• To apply, please use the online application form 
on our website. (If you are applying only for a local 
project, please leave the sections about additional 
transnational activities empty.)

• In the online form, please upload the following 
 attachments: 1. Cost and financing plan (Excel 
sheet); 2. Charter (status of your organization; 
please mark articles stipulating the legal rep-
resentation); 3. Certificate of non-profit status 
(please mark articles stipulating this information); 
4. Printout from Register of Associations; 5. Letter 
of intent from the international partner organiza-
tion (if applicable); 6. Additional uploads, e.g. let-
ters of support from other donors.

• Please fill out the application form and cost and  
financing plan in English. The other attachments 
can be in your local language and doesn’t have to 
be translated into English, but please mark the
 essential parts as described above.

•	 By clicking a checkbox in the application form, the
authorized legal representation of the applying 
organization confirms the accuracy of all informa-
tion provided. 

•	 Please submit the online form (together with 
uploads of the attachments) until 12 pm/noon
(CET) on April 7th, 2026.

Selection process

•	 All submitted applications will be comparatively 
reviewed internally at the EVZ Foundation and in 
the second step with the support of an independ-
ent, international jury of experts from different 
fields.

•	 We will inform you about the decision via email by 
July 2026.

https://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/what-we-support/localhistory/application-form-localhistory/
https://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/what-we-support/localhistory/application-form-localhistory/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stiftung-evz.de%2Fassets%2F1_Was_wir_f%25C3%25B6rdern%2FBilden%2FBilden_fuer_lebendiges_Erinnern%2Flocal.history%2F2026_Cost_and_FinancingPlan.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.stiftung-evz.de/assets/1_Was_wir_f%C3%B6rdern/Bilden/Bilden_fuer_lebendiges_Erinnern/local.history/2026_Cost_and_FinancingPlan.xlsx
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Contact and consulting

Do you have questions about the call or submission 
process? If so, feel free to check our FAQ. Should you 
have any further questions, we will be happy to advise 
you at our online consultation sessions: 

Session 1: February 13, 2026, 10:00–11:30 a.m. (CEST)
Session 2: March 4, 2026, 15:00–16:30 p.m. (CEST) 

Please sign up for a consultation under local.history@
stiftung-evz.de. We encourage you to send your 
questions in advance so that we can include them in 
the consultation. The consultations will be held in 
English. Individual consultations are available upon 
request by e-mail.

Contact 

EVZ Foundation 
Johanna Blender and Agnieszka Pustola 
Friedrichstraße 200 
10117 Berlin, Germany
local.history@stiftung-evz.de
local.history (stiftung-evz.de)

We support survivors of National Socialist persecution and strengthen the 
commitment of their descendants, act together with young people for living 
remembrance of the fates of the persecuted, initiate contemporary education 
for a critical examination of National Socialism as well as its aftermath.

We campaign for equal dignity and equal rights for all people and against 
antisemitism, anti-gypsyism/anti-Roma discrimination, racism and all forms of 
discrimination, enable effective action by self-organizations and are a strategic 
partner and supporter of civil society.

www.stiftung-evz.de
      evzfoundation

   evzyoung

Privacy Policy
Data protection is of the utmost importance to the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future. 
Accordingly, we wish to inform you about data processing carried out by your institution during the project 
application procedure: www.stiftung-evz.de/en/privacy-policy

https://www.stiftung-evz.de/assets/1_Was_wir_fördern/Bilden/Bilden_fuer_lebendiges_Erinnern/local.history/2026_FAQ.pdf
mailto:local.history%40stiftung-evz.de?subject=
mailto:local.history%40stiftung-evz.de?subject=
mailto:local.history%40stiftung-evz.de?subject=
https://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/what-we-support/localhistory/
http://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/privacy-policy
https://www.stiftung-evz.de/en/privacy-policy



